Syllabus for 
8th Grade Science
Aaron Lashbrook                                               Email: ALashbrook@Richmond.K12.Mi.US      Contact time 2:30 to 3:30  
PHONE (586) 727-7552 EXT 2201(NO PHONE AT THIS TIME)
www.ALashbrook.weebly.com

In 8th grade Science the students will be covering a variety of subjects in order to prepare them for High School Science in the 9th Grade.  The first book is “Astronomy” we will study some of the Earth Moon and Sun relationships such as size, distances, eclipses, and tides.  Then in the book “Inside Earth” we will be studying the forces that move, create and destroy/recycle the surface of the Earth.  They will study the process that forms minerals and how to identify them as well as the formation and types of volcanoes.  
About two weeks will be spent in each of these chapters.  
“Astronomy”   Chapter #1 Earth, moon, and Sun
Then in the book “Inside Earth” we will cover chapters #3 Volcanoes   #4 Minerals    
In “Earths Waters” Chapters   #1 Earth: Water Planet   #2 Fresh Water  #3 Fresh Water Resources
Finley in the “Environmental Science” book we will study our human affects on the planets ecosystems.
#3 Living Resources    #4 Land and soil Resources    #5 Air and Water Resources    #6 Energy Resources
I grade on a total point system, meaning that every assignment is assigned a cretin amount of points.  At the end of a grading period all the points are totaled up and that number is divided into the total number of points that were received in that grading period.  This can be done at any point even assignment by assignment.  EX: A 5 point homework assignment is given and the student receives 3 points. 3 divided by 5 is .6 that is 60% that is a D-.  That .6 can them be multiplied by .2 (20%) to get 0.12 practice points.  Those practice points will then be added to the assessment points that are calculated using the same formula except (replacing the .2 with .8).   This will give you a grade out of 100% at any time during the marking period.  Using the above practice points of a 60% (D-) = .12 points, with an assessment grade of 80% (B-) = .64 points, the student will have .12 +.64 = .76 or a 76% C in the class.  This will always work by adding up all the practice points the student received and dividing that number by the points they could have gotten and multiplying that answer by .2, adding up all the points the student received on assessments and dividing that number by the point total they could have received and multiplying that result by .8, and then adding the result of the practice formula to the assessment formula.
In my planning I make the assessments (the final chapter test as well as all chapter quizzes) worth 80% of points, the rest of the points (20%) will come from the “practice” daily chapter work, including homework and projects.  This will make assessments worth 80% of the chapter grade.  A student will be given the opportunity to make up/redo any chapter tests as long as and only if they have 100% of their “practice” daily work turned in prior to the original test date.
Grading Scale (80% assessments + 20% practice) 
100% to 94% = A     93% to 90% = A-     89% to 86% = B+     85% to 83% = B     82% to 80% = B-
79% to 76% = C+     75% to 73% = C     72% to 70% = C-
69% to 66% = D+     65% to 63% = D    62% to 60% = D-       59% and Below = F

Classroom Rules, Regulations, and Consequences.

Dear Parents,
The classroom rules and regulations will be in effect at all times.  This plan has been developed to allow each student the opportunity to manage his or her own behavior.  Your student deserves the most positive environment for learning and growth academically.
Classroom Rules:
1. Follow Directions the first time
2. Please be respectful and Don’t disrupt (talk, make noise, get out of seat, etc….) when the teacher or another student is talking or reading.
3. Stay in your seat unless instructed otherwise Exceptions are runny noses.
	Use good judgment for sharpening pencils and using the trash can.
4. Reading, writing, or passing notes in class is only a distraction to you and others.
5. Follow all other SCHOOL RULES noted in the STUDENT HANDBOOK
Consequences:
1st Time = Warning
2nd Time = 2 paragraphs signed by parent (it is a very long paragraph)
3rd Time = 5 paragraphs and parent contact
Severe Disruption will be sent immediately to OFFICE
Paragraphs not turned in the next school day will be doubled
Paragraphs not turned in the second day will result in official school write up
Students caught destroying or defacing school property will receive a detention that will consist of 30 min. of cleaning the science lab and or equipment after school.
Students are expected to bring planner, paper, pencil or pen, and their book to class every day.
I have thoroughly covered this plan with your student.  I would like the parent or guardian to review the plan so they are aware of the procedure.  Please I look forward to working with your student and you this school year.
